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A PERSONAL NOTE FROM VALERIE

If you love an animal the way I love mine, you already know the worry that lives behind that love:
what would happen to them if something happened to me?

Each morning, I start my day waking at five o’clock and attending to my first priority, my two
rescue dogs – Winston and Rhys. Dogs are unconditional love in its purest form. They are
present in every single moment and see the joy in each day. Starting my day with them helps
set a good intention for the day before the world and technology comes rushing in.

Next, I climb into my pony truck and drive to the ranch, where my five polo ponies reside. I
cannot talk about horses without getting emotional. Horses are simply magical and deeply
intuitive; they meet you exactly where you are, every day. They engulf your heart, center you and
demand that you be present while in their company. Horses have taught me to lean into the
hard moments, into change, into fear, because on the other side of all of it you achieve a trust
and confidence you did not know was possible. Becoming one with an eleven-hundred-pound
animal through nothing but nonverbal communication and your subtle body movements is
what steadies me for a profession full of contention. Honestly, it makes me a more empathetic
and intuitive attorney. I am not sure I could do this work without what my animals give me.

I am a trust and estate attorney, and for more than 28 years have helped families protect the
people and animals they love most. Here is the truth I have made peace with: I do not lose my
breath over the fact that one day I will not be here. That is part of life, and I sit with it beside my
clients every day. What makes me lose my breath is the thought of dying before my animals
and leaving them behind without a plan. Animals will always be dependent upon their
guardians and are helpless without us. They give us so much, and they deserve to be honored
and properly cared for their entire lives.

The good news is that California gives us a real answer on how to do that – a Pet Trust – and it is
what I have used in my own planning. In order to do your own Pet Trust, throughout this Guide,
I am asking you to think about your animals in the way you would think about a minor child –
where will they live, who will be their guardian, what money will you set aside for their
continued care?

With warm regards,

Valerie A. Powers Smith
Partner and Department Chair, Trust, Estate & Probate Litigation and Special Needs & Elder Law
SBEMP Attorneys
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Valerie at home with her two rescue dogs, Winston (left) and Rhys (right), where every morning begins.

“Dogs are unconditional love in its purest form. They are present in
every single moment.
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About the Author

The Definitive Guide to Pet Trusts in California (the “Guide”) is provided for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice or
establish an attorney-client relationship. The information contained in the Guide is based on general principles of California law as of the date
of its publication.

The laws governing trusts and estates are subject to change, and the application of those laws can vary depending on individual
circumstances. Therefore, it is essential to consult with a qualified estate planning attorney to obtain personalized advice tailored to your
specific situation and your animals’ needs.

While efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the information provided, no guarantee is made regarding its
accuracy, timeliness, or applicability to your particular circumstances. The Guide may not address all possible legal issues related to pet trusts,
and it should not be relied upon as a substitute for professional legal advice.

The use of the Guide or any reliance on the information contained herein is at your own risk. The authors, contributors, and publishers
disclaim any liability for any loss or damage incurred as a consequence of using or relying on the information provided.
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1 WHY EVERY ANIMAL LOVER NEEDS A PLAN

Estate planning is the process of deciding, in advance, who will care for what you love when you no
longer can. For most families that means children, a home, and savings. For those of us whose family
includes animals, it has to mean them, too, and with the same seriousness.

1.1 The Problem No Pet Owner Wants to Face
None of us likes to imagine a day when we are not there for our animals. Yet every year, beloved pets
are surrendered to shelters, quietly rehomed, or worse, not because they were unloved, but because
their owner died or became incapacitated without leaving an enforceable plan. The animal outlives
the arrangement, and no one is legally bound to step in.

I say this to clients often: it does not just work its way out. The danger is not only upon the pet owner’s
death, but also disability. A stroke, an accident, or the onset of dementia can leave one alive but
suddenly unable to feed, exercise, or pay for their animals. In that moment, good intentions are not
enough. Someone must have both the legal authority and the resources to act right away.

“It does not just work its way out.

1.2 Planning for Your Animals the Way You Would for a Child
The single most useful idea in this guide is this: plan for your animals the way you would plan for a
minor child. When people ask me where to begin, I tell them to picture a child who will never grow
older than two to five years. Your animal will always be dependent. It will always need food, shelter,
and medical care, and yes, its own version of programming and school (or training). Once you see your
animal that way, every decision that follows, who cares for them, how much to set aside, what
instructions to leave, becomes far clearer. In the same way you would ask “if I die with a minor child,
who should be their guardian?”, you ask who will be your animal’s guardian, and how their life will be
paid for.
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1.3 Who This Guide Is For
This guide is written for anyone whose animals are family, including:

•  Dog and cat owners who want certainty, not a verbal promise, about who will provide care and
how it will be funded.

•  Horse owners and others with large, long-lived, or high-maintenance animals whose care is
expensive and specialized.

•  Owners of birds, tortoises, and other exotic animals that may outlive their owners by decades.

•  People without children, or whose family cannot take on their animals.

•  Anyone who has ever lain awake wondering what would happen to their animals if they were
suddenly gone.
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2 WHY INFORMAL ARRANGEMENTS FAIL

Before we talk about what works, it is worth understanding why the most common arrangements do
not. In my practice, the heartbreak almost always traces back to one of the failures below, and one of
them is a trap that is specific to California.

2.1 The Verbal Promise
A spoken agreement (“if anything happens to me, you’ll take Max, right?”) carries no legal force
whatsoever. The person who agreed owes no duty to your animal and no duty to you. If they decline
when the time comes or accept and then stop caring for the animal a month later, there is nothing
anyone can do about it. Worse, the promise often collides with reality: the chosen caretaker may not
have the money, the space, or the ability to provide proper care, and no funds were ever set aside to
help them.

2.2 The Will-Bequest Trap
Many people try to solve the problem in their Will with a clause along the lines of: “I leave my dog and
$50,000 to my sister to care for him.” This feels responsible, but under California law it usually fails to
protect the animal. The gift transfers both the dog and the money to your sister outright. She now
owns the $50,000 free and clear. She can spend it on herself and rehome the dog the next day.
Because an animal is legal property, no enforceable duty runs to the dog itself. A Will has a second,
quieter flaw as well: timing. A Will takes effect only through probate, and, as a result, the process for
the pet-owner in California commonly takes 9-18 months, and your animal still needs to eat, see a
veterinarian for regular care, and be housed and comforted during that timeframe.

You may have seen the headlines. Leona Helmsley reportedly left approximately $12 million directly to
her dog, Trouble; because it was not structured properly, a court reduced the gift to roughly $2 million
and appointed someone to manage the funds for the dog’s care. Michael Jackson was reported to
have set aside approximately $2 million for his chimpanzee, Bubbles. One wealthy owner’s German
Shepherd Dog became known as the richest dog in the world, with staff and caregivers paid to look
after him. More recently, when the beloved Diane Keaton passed away in 2025, it was widely reported
that she left approximately $5 million in a pet trust for her golden retriever, Reggie: an example of
doing it the right way. The lesson running through all of them is that proper planning and the
structure are everything.

THE CORE DISTINCTION

A Will says who gets your animal. A pet trust legally binds someone to care for your animal, funds
that care, and takes effect the moment you die or become incapacitated, without waiting for
probate.
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2.3 The California Care-Custodian Trap
There is a subtler danger that is specific to California, and I watch it undo people’s good intentions
more often than you would think. Many owners try to leave money directly to the very person who will
care for their pet. Under California law, a gift to a paid caregiver (a.k.a., care custodian) can be
presumed invalid, on the theory that it may be the product of undue influence, and that presumption
can quietly wipe out the very gift you intended for your animal’s care.

The headlines show it. An Italian woman provided for her cat, Tommaso, by leaving a fortune to the
nurse who cared for her. A Canadian man tried to provide for his cat, Red, by leaving money to a
church that promised to look after him. Arrangements like these are exactly the kind that get
challenged, and in California they often fail.

The fix is simple: do not hand the money to the caregiver; instead, create and fund a pet trust, and
name that same trusted person as the trustee of the funds, holding and spending them for your
animal rather than receiving them outright. Same person, same intent, but it holds up under the law.

DO NOT HAND THE MONEY OVER

In California, an outright gift to your pet’s paid caregiver can be presumed the product of undue
influence and struck down. A pet trust avoids this by making that caregiver the trustee of funds
held for the animal, not an outright beneficiary.

2.4 The “Pet as Property” Problem
In California, as in every state, animals are classified as personal, tangible property. They are not
treated, legally, as the living beings they are. Property cannot own money, and money cannot be left
directly to property. That is precisely the obstacle the pet trust was built to overcome: rather than
leaving money to your animal, you leave money to a trustee who is legally obligated to spend it on
your animal. That one structural shift is what turns a wish into an enforceable promise.
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3 THE LEGAL FOUNDATION, PROBATE CODE § 15212

California is one of the states that expressly authorizes and enforces trusts for the care of animals. The
governing law is California Probate Code section 15212, and understanding a few of its features tells
you almost everything about why a pet trust works.

3.1 What California Law Actually Says
In plain English, section 15212 provides that:

•  A trust for the care of an animal is a valid and lawful trust, not a mere “honorary” wish, but a legally
enforceable arrangement.

•  The trust may be enforced by a person named in the trust to do so, or by a person the court
appoints; anyone interested in the animal’s welfare can ask the court to step in.

•  The trust’s property may generally be applied only to the animal’s care, unless the trust says
otherwise.

•  The trust lasts for the life of the animal, or, if you have more than one, until the last surviving
covered animal passes away.

•  A court may reduce the funding if it substantially exceeds what the animal’s care reasonably
requires, with the excess passing to whoever is next entitled to it.

•  The trust is to be liberally construed to carry out your intent, and courts may consider outside
evidence of what you wanted.

A critical point of history: before a 2008 amendment, these trusts were treated as merely “honorary”
and were difficult to enforce. Today, a California pet trust is a fully enforceable fiduciary arrangement,
on equal footing with any other trust in your estate plan. That legal backbone is what separates a pet
trust from a hopeful note in a drawer.

3.2 Statutory vs. Custom Pet Trusts
There are two ways to create a pet trust in California. The statutory pet trust is the streamlined version
the law makes available; it is simple and inexpensive, and it works well for a single companion animal
with straightforward needs. The custom pet trust is a fully drafted, tailored document that lets you
specify everything: named caregivers and backups, detailed care standards, how funds are managed
and disbursed, who provides oversight, and what happens to any money left over. For multiple
animals, for valuable or long-lived animals such as horses, or any time you want real control, the
custom trust is almost always the right choice.
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3.3 Where a Pet Trust Fits in Your Estate Plan
A pet trust does not replace your broader estate plan; it fits inside it. The pet trust provisions can live as
a dedicated article within your revocable living trust, or they can stand alone as a separate document.
Both are valid under California law. Because a pet trust also addresses incapacity, it works hand in
hand with your durable power of attorney and health care directive, so that someone is empowered to
care for your animals even while you are alive but unable to do so yourself. I think of this as part of
what I call specialized needs planning: the same careful, protective approach I bring to planning for an
aging parent or a loved one with a disability.

3.4 Where the Law Is Heading
I want to leave you with where I believe this area of law is going, because it matters. Animals are still
classified as property, but that is changing. A growing number of states now require that animals be
treated more like children than like furniture when a couple divorces and their custody is at issue, and
more jurisdictions are attaching real criminal penalties to harming an animal, much as they would to
harming a person. My hope is that the law keeps moving toward treating our animals as what they
truly are: members of the family who deserve special consideration, not the car in the driveway.
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4 THE KEY ROLES IN A PET TRUST

A well-drafted pet trust is really a set of clearly defined roles, filled by the right people, with backups
named for every seat. This is the same instinct you would bring to naming a guardian for a minor
child.

HOW A CALIFORNIA PET TRUST WORKS

YOU  •  THE TRUSTOR
create and fund the trust

THE PET TRUST
holds funds for your animal

TRUSTEE
manages and disburses the funds

CAREGIVER
provides the daily care

pays for care

TRUST ENFORCER
independent oversight for the animal

REMAINDER BENEFICIARY
receives whatever remains at the end of the pet’s life

4.1 The Caregiver and the Trustee
•  The Trustor is you, the animal’s owner, who creates and funds the trust and sets the rules.

•  The Caregiver or Guardian is the person who physically cares for your animal day to day: feeding,
exercise, veterinary visits, love, and attention.

•  The Trustee is the person or institution that manages the money and spends it for your animal’s
care, following the instructions you set forth in the pet trust.

The caregiver and the trustee can be the same person or two different people, and you have real
flexibility here. In my experience, separating them, so that the person holding the money is not the
only person accountable for the care, reduces conflict and builds in a healthy check. But you can also
name one trusted person to both care for your animal and manage the funds, and you can attach as
many or as few parameters as you like. What you should not do, as we saw in Section 2, is hand money
to a caregiver outright instead of placing it in trust.
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4.2 Choosing the Right People
How do you decide who fills these roles? I tell clients to look for someone who shares their
philosophies about care, who feels the same way about their animal as they do, and whom they can
trust to follow their instructions faithfully. Then name at least one alternate for every role, because first
choices can decline, move, or become unavailable when the moment actually arrives.

4.3 The Trust Enforcer and the Remainder Beneficiary
California law lets you name a person specifically empowered to enforce the trust, sometimes called a
trust enforcer or protector. This person speaks for the animal who cannot speak for itself: demanding
accountings, confirming the animal is healthy and well cared for, and going to court if necessary.
Separately, because a pet trust ends when the last covered animal passes away, you name a
remainder beneficiary to receive any funds left at that point. Many of my clients choose an
animal-welfare charity, a rescue organization, or a family member. Naming one also removes any
temptation for a caregiver to overspend, and ensures leftover funds go where you intend.

4.4 Identifying Your Animals and Their Care
Your pet trust should identify the animals it protects clearly enough to prevent confusion or fraud (for
example, by microchip number and description, name, identifying characteristics) while still allowing
flexibility for animals you may acquire later. Just as important is a written statement of care, and this is
where the minor child analogy really earns its keep. Are they allergic to anything? Is there a particular
diet they are used to? Do you have a preferred veterinarian, philosophies about treatment, or pet
insurance? Are there routines that matter? My own dogs go to daycare twice a week; we call it school,
and I want that lifestyle to continue for them, so I account for it. The goal is enough detail to guide a
caregiver faithfully, without so much rigidity that ordinary changes become impossible.

GUARD AGAINST “PET SWAPPING”

Because a pet trust can hold significant funds, clear identification (microchips, veterinary records,
photographs) protects against the rare but real risk that an unscrupulous caregiver substitutes a
similar-looking animal to keep the money flowing after your animal has passed.
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5 FUNDING YOUR PET TRUST

A pet trust is only as good as the money in it. Fund it too little and the caregiver is left covering costs
out of pocket; fund it excessively, and you invite a court to trim it. The goal is a thoughtful, defensible
amount.

5.1 The Monthly “Nut”: How Much Is Enough?
Figure it the way you would for a child. Start with the monthly budget, what I like to call the monthly
“nut”: food, shelter, medical care, and the extras that make up your animal’s normal life. Estimate their
life expectancy if you died today, adjust for how costs may rise or fall as they age, and set aside an
amount to match. Then give the use of those funds to your trustee, with as many or as few conditions
as you want. Basing the number on real, documented costs also helps it hold up if it is ever
questioned.

SIZING THE TRUST

MONTHLY COST

the “nut”
× LIFE

expectancy
+ EMERGENCY

cushion
+ CAREGIVER

compensation
= TRUST

funding

Base the number on your animal’s real, documented costs; that is what makes it defensible.

5.2 Ways to Fund the Trust
•  A specific dollar amount or a percentage of your estate.

•  A designated bank or investment account.

•  A life insurance policy naming the trust, which is how many people who do not have cash on hand
still fully fund care.

•  Funding at death, or partial funding now for immediate availability if you become incapacitated.

5.3 Compensating the Caregiver
Caring for an animal for years is a genuine commitment, and no one should shoulder a financial
burden to do you this kindness. The pet trust can and should compensate the caregiver through a
stipend, reimbursement of expenses, or both, so that saying yes to you never costs them. Fair
compensation also makes it far more likely that your first-choice caregiver will accept and stay
committed for the long haul.
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5.4 The “Reasonable Amount” Rule
California courts can reduce a pet trust’s funding if the amount substantially exceeds what the
animal’s care reasonably requires; the Helmsley reduction from $12 million to $2 million is the famous
illustration. This does not mean you cannot fund generously; it means the funding should be justified.
When a plan reflects genuine, documented costs (specialized veterinary needs, boarding, insurance
and the horse’s upkeep), it is far more likely to be respected in full. Part of my job is helping you build
that justification into the trust itself.
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6 SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

Every animal is different, and some situations call for extra care in drafting. These come up most often.

6.1 Households with Multiple Animals
If you have several animals, one pet trust can cover them all, and under California law it continues until
the last surviving covered animal passes away. One point I always raise: some animals are bonded and
can only be rehomed together; they must never be separated. If that is true of yours, say so plainly in
the trust, so that whoever steps in knows it is not optional.

Poppy, one of Valerie’s five polo ponies.
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6.2 Horses and Large Animals
This subject is close to my heart, because I share my life with five polo ponies. Horses raise the stakes
of pet trust planning in every dimension. They frequently live 25 to 30 years, so a horse can easily
outlive its owner. You cannot just tuck a horse into someone’s home; you need a person with the
space and the knowledge to house them, keep them healthy, and, above all, notice quickly when
something is wrong. Aging horses are like aging athletes: arthritis, supplements, special feed, and
small comforts that an experienced horse person will know to provide. I have a full-time groom and
trainer who cares for my horses six days out of seven. Funding for animals like these must be realistic
and generous.

Valerie with her eldest gelding, B.I.G., who fought through emergency colic surgery and is still with her today.
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Let me tell you why the funding has to be real. A horse can be completely fine one day and fighting for
their life the next. Anyone in the horse world knows and fears the word colic. My eldest gelding, B.I.G.,
should not be alive today. Two years ago, my groom called me early one morning to say B.I.G. did not
seem himself. By the time I arrived, B.I.G.’s head was hanging, and he was deteriorating quickly. We
loaded him into a trailer, and my groom set off for a surgical hospital two and a half hours away, and I
let go and told my beloved B.I.G. that if he wanted to live, everything he needed would be there for
him. The good news is that B.I.G. fought and he is still with me today. He made it. That was an
extraordinary, unplanned expense, and but for savings and planning, I could have lost him that day.

“If he wanted to live, everything he needed would be there for him.

YES: HORSES QUALIFY

California’s pet trust statute covers domestic animals, and horses squarely qualify. Owners of horses,
and other valuable or long-lived animals, are among those who benefit most from a carefully
funded, custom pet trust.

6.3 Planning for Rehoming
Sometimes the right plan is not lifelong care by one person but a thoughtful rehoming, and you
should say exactly how you want it to happen. Be specific. Are there animals that must be placed
together and never separated? Are there climate needs? Are there philosophies of care you want
honored? If you do not have a person lined up, you are not out of options: many rescue and adoption
organizations will commit, in advance, to taking an animal back if something happens to you and
rehoming them into a suitable household, and there are reputable programs, including the ASPCA’s,
that rescue and place horses and other livestock as well as cats and dogs. I often suggest arranging
that safety net in writing with the organization you adopted from, so it is there if needed.

6.4 Exotic and Long-Lived Animals
Parrots can live 50 years or more; some tortoises outlive several human generations. For these
animals, planning must look far beyond your own lifetime, with a chain of successor caregivers and
funding designed to last. The same care applies to any animal whose needs are unusual, whose
lifespan is long, or whose care requires specialized knowledge.
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7 DURATION, OVERSIGHT, AND ENFORCEMENT

7.1 How Long the Trust Lasts
A California pet trust lasts for the life of your animal. If it covers more than one animal, it continues
until the last of them has passed away. Unless your trust expressly provides otherwise, it terminates
when no animal that was living at your death remains alive. This is what allows the trust to protect
your animals for exactly as long as they need it: no more, no less.

7.2 What Happens When the Trust Ends
When the last covered animal passes away, any remaining funds go to the remainder beneficiary you
named: a person, a rescue, or an animal-welfare charity. Choosing this beneficiary in advance keeps
leftover funds from being distributed in a way you never intended and reinforces that the trust exists
for your animals’ benefit alone.

7.3 Oversight and Accountability
The real strength of a pet trust is that someone can be held accountable. The trustee is a fiduciary,
legally bound to act in good faith and to use the funds only for your animal’s care. Trust accountings
create a paper trail. And California law gives the trust enforcer, and, if needed, the courts, the authority
to compel proper care or replace a caregiver who fails your animal. If a dispute arises, there is a clear,
enforceable path to resolve it.
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8 PUTTING YOUR PLAN INTO ACTION

8.1 Common Mistakes to Avoid
•  Underfunding. Leaving too little forces the caregiver to choose between their wallet and your

animal’s care.

•  Handing money directly to a caregiver. In California an outright gift to a paid caregiver can be
presumed invalid; put it in a pet trust and make them trustee instead.

•  Vague care instructions. “Take good care of him” is not guidance; specifics are.

•  No alternates. First choices can decline or become unavailable; always name backups.

•  Forgetting incapacity. Plan for the years you may be alive but unable to provide care, not only for
death.

•  Relying on a Will alone. A Will is too slow to immediately protect an animal on its own.

8.2 Creating Your Pet Trust: Step-by-Step
•  List every animal you want to protect, with identifying details.

•  Choose your caregiver, your trustee, an enforcer, and a remainder beneficiary, plus alternates for
each.

•  Estimate realistic lifetime costs and decide how the pet trust will be funded.

•  Write clear care instructions reflecting each animal’s real needs.

•  Work with an estate planning attorney to draft the pet trust and integrate it with your overall plan.

•  Sign, fund (appropriately), and revisit the plan as your animals, caregivers, and finances change.
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8.3 Your Pet Trust Planning Checklist
Here is the checklist I walk clients through. Look honestly at your life and everyone you have to plan
for, and be specific about age and needs:

•  Who are you planning for? An aging parent, minor children, a loved one with special needs, and, of
course, your animals, whether that is a dog, a cat, or a barn full of horses.

•  Who will be in charge of the day-to-day care, and who will manage the money? Name both, plus
backups.

•  How will you fund their needs? Savings, a life insurance policy, or a trust you set aside now.

•  How will those funds be preserved so care is covered for the animal’s whole life, and what happens
to what remains afterward?

•  How will you compensate the person caring for your animals, so there is no financial burden on
them?

•  Practical items to bring: ages, microchip numbers, veterinarians, realistic annual costs, special
routines and medical needs, and your questions. No detail about your animals is too small.
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9 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Does my pet actually “inherit” the money?
No. Animals are legal property and cannot own money. You leave the funds to a trustee who is legally
required to spend them on your animal’s care. That is exactly what makes the arrangement
enforceable.

Can I just leave money to the person who will care for my pet?
In California, not directly. A gift to a paid caregiver may be presumed invalid as the product of undue
influence and can fail. Put the money in a pet trust and make that person the trustee instead, so your
intent actually holds up.

Can I create a pet trust for a horse?
Yes. California’s pet trust statute covers domestic animals, and horses qualify. Because horses are
long-lived and expensive to maintain, they are among the animals that benefit most from a carefully
funded, custom trust.

Does a pet trust help if I am incapacitated but still alive?
Yes. Unlike a Will, a pet trust can take effect during your lifetime if you become unable to care for your
animals, so care and funding are available immediately: no probate, no gap.

How much money should I leave?
Enough to cover realistic lifetime costs plus a cushion for emergencies and caregiver compensation.
Base it on documented costs, so it is both adequate and defensible if a court ever reviews it.

What happens to money left over when my pet passes away?
It goes to the remainder beneficiary you designate, often a family member or an animal-welfare
charity. You decide in advance.

Should the pet trust be part of my living trust or a separate document?
Either can work. The right choice depends on how many animals you have, how much you are
funding, and how detailed the care plan needs to be. We will decide together.

What if I want my animals rehomed rather than kept by one person?
That is a valid plan, and we spell it out: how you want rehoming handled, which animals must stay
together, and which rescue organizations to rely on. Many groups will even commit in advance to
taking your animal back and placing them well.
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GLOSSARY OF KEY TERMS

Settlor / Trustor.  The person who creates and funds the trust; in a pet trust, the animal’s owner.

Caregiver / Guardian.  The person who provides day-to-day physical care for the animal.

Trustee.  The person or institution that holds the trust funds and is legally bound to spend them for
the animal’s care.

Trust Enforcer (Protector).  A person empowered to enforce the trust and confirm the animal is
properly cared for.

Remainder Beneficiary.  Whoever receives any funds remaining when the pet trust ends.

Care-Custodian Presumption.  A California rule under which a gift to a paid caregiver can be
presumed the product of undue influence, and therefore invalid; a pet trust is how you avoid it.

Fiduciary.  Someone legally obligated to act in another’s best interest with loyalty and care; a trustee
is a fiduciary.

Incapacity.  A condition in which you are alive but unable to manage your affairs or care for your
animals.

Probate.  The court-supervised process of administering a deceased person’s estate; typically slow,
which is why a Will alone does little to protect animals.

Probate Code § 15212.  The California statute that authorizes and makes enforceable trusts for the
care of animals.
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